
Excel lency,  

M r .  Dinesh Singh, Minis te r  o f  Externa l  A f f a i r s  
i n  the  Government of Ind ia ,  has asked me t o  t r ansmi t  t o  
Your Excellency the following message from him : 

I I 
4 t h  March, 1970. 

Dear M r .  Sec re ta ry  o f  S t a t e ,  

Ambassador Keating has d e l i v e r e d  t o  me 
your l e t t e r  of 27th February,  1970. I a m  happy 
t h a t  you have w r i t t e n  t o  me i n  a f rank  manner 
about  the  dec i s ion  of  Government of  India  r e l a t i n g  
t o  the  funct ioning  of L i b r a r i e s ,  Information and 
C u l t u r a l  Centres run by fo re ign  Governments i n  
India .  I am rep ly ing  i n  the  same s p i r i t  of 
f rankness .  

2 .  I should l i k e  t o  a s s u r e  you t h a r  i t  i s  n o t  
our  d e s i r e  to  weaken our c u l t u r a l  r e l a t i o n s  b u t  
t o  cont inue t o  s t r eng then  them and t o  promote b e t t e r  
understanding be tween our two c o u n t r i e s  . Any 
impression t h a t  may have been g iven  t o  you t o  t h e  
con t ra ry  i s  n o t  c o r r e c t .  

3 .  A s  you may know we a r e  seeking t o  in t roduce  
uniformity i n  the  funct ioning  of Information and 
Cul tu ra l  Centres of fo re ign  Missions i n  Ind ia .  Our 
r e c e n t  dec i s ion  a p p l i e s  to  al .1 c o u n t r i e s  having 
Missions i n  Ind ia .  It i s  n o t  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  the  
USIS o r  the ~ u l  t u r a l / ~ n f o r m a t i o n  Centres  o f  any 
p a r t i c u l a r  country.  The idea i s  n o t  t o  curb 
c u l t u r a l  r e l a t i o n s  with f r i e n d l y  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  
b u t  t o  put  them on a  r e g u l a r  and uniform b a s i s .  I t  
i s  our  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h i s  e f f o r t  w i l l  enable  us t o  
have more meaningful cu lkura l  c o n t a c t s  wi th  f r i e n d l y  
Governments than has been poss ib le  so f a r .  

4. You have r e f e r r e d  t o  " p o l i t i c a l  and o t h e r  
undes i rable  a c t i v i t i e s "  mentioned by me and my 
col league the Deputy Minis te r  i n  the  course o f  the  
d i scuss ions  i n  our Parliament on 26th February.  
We d i d  not  have any s p e c i f i c  Mission o r  country 
i n  mind. We were r e f e r r i n g  i n  g e n e r a l  t o  C u l t u r a l  
Centres performing funct ions  which would be beyond 
the scope of pure ly  c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  I hope 
t h i s  w i l l  remove any misunderstanding on t h i s  score .  

GoingsRA
SA E-pub Stamp



5 .  I have a l r eady  informed -iltlFassador Keating 
t h a t  we s h a l l  be glad ts d l  scuss ,  the  manncr and means 
whereby we car1 kurk more e f f e c t i v e l y  f o r  the  o b j e c t i v e  
of s t rengthening  our  c u l t u r a l  r e l a t i o n s .  

Yours s i n c e r e l y ,  

Dinesh ~ i n g h . "  

Please a c c e p t ,  Excellency, the  assurances  of my 
h i g h e s t  esteem. 

(M. ~ a s g o t r a )  
Charge d '  Af f a i r e s  ad  i n t e r i m  

of India .  

Washington, DC,  
5 March 1970. 

H i s  Excellency 
M r .  William P. Rogers, 
Sec re ta ry  o f  S t a t e ,  
WASHINGTON, D . C .  

GoingsRA
SA E-pub Stamp



TELEGRA 

' I  

PAGE 01 NEW D E  0 2 5 0 5  05 i l l 1492 CT, , -.. 
. I  &- 

, 
5 1 z2 -=- , -. 

1 .- 

A C T I O N  SS-45 -. ln ,sm 
O3 --. . "  i 

I N F O  O C T 9 0 1  / 0 4 6  W 

088545 CT, 

P I  05 13572 MAR 70 
FM AMEMBASSY NEW D E L H I  
TO SECSTATE WASHDC P R I O  

7 

EXD I S  
SUBJa  CULTURAL  CENTERS 

R E F 1  STATE 0 2 9 5 6 9  

THERE FOLLOWS FULL T E X T  o O P Y  OF L E T T E R S  F R O M  FOREIGN 
M I N I S T E R  TO SECRETARY D A T  MARCH 4 AND PASSED INFORMALLY 
TO US MARCH 5 BY MEA JOIN ECRETARY MUTHAMMAI 
"AMBASSADOR K E A T I N G  HAS D  VERED TO ME YOUR L E T T E R  
OF FEBRUARY 2 7 8  1 9 7 B *  I A  APPY THAT YOU HAVE 
WRITTEN TO ME I N  A F R A N K  NER ABOUT THE D E C I S I O N  
OF GOVERNMENT OF I N D I A  RE I N G  TO THE F U N C T I O N I N G  
OF L I R R A R I E S I  I N F O R M A T I O N  D  CULTRUAL CENTRES RUN BY 
F O R E I G N  GOVERNMENTS I N  I N  c 1 AM R E P L Y I N G  I N  THE 
SAME S P I R I T  OF FRANKNESS*  
" 1  WOULD i I K E  TO k S S b S E  Y THAT I T  I S  NOT OUR D E S I R E  T o  
WEAKEFJ G k l e  C!:L'i R i ; A L  H F L  1' S 8UT TO CONTINUE TO STRENGTHEN 
THEM A N u  i u  ~ S b n t i T E  b E l  CE NDERSTANDING BETWEEN OUR TWO 
COUNTRIES.  ANY I M P R E S S I O N  A T  MAY HAVE BEEN G I V E N  TO 

'#AS Yf:'.' ?&.: K N C Y )  W!- ARE S K I N G  TO INTRODUCE U N I F O R M I T Y  
I N  THE F ' b l ~ i T  I i r F u l r r G  6;: I K F O  ON AND CULTRUAL  CENTRES OF 
FOREIGN M I S S I O N S  I N  I N D I A *  RECENT D E C I S I O N  A P P L I E S  TO 
A L L  COUNTRIES H A V I N G  M I S S 1  N D I A *  I T  I S  NOT D I R E C T E D  
AGAINST  THE U S I S  OF THE CU L / I N F O R M A T I O N  CENTRES OF 
ANY P A R T I C U L A R  COUNTRYo T l j  I D E A  I S  NOT TO CURB CULTURAL 
R E L A T I O N S  W I T H  F R I E N D L Y  FO COUNTRIES, BUT TO PUT THEM 
ON A REGULAR AND U N I F O R M  8 I T  I S  OUR B E L I E F  THAT T H I S  
EFFORT W I L L  ENABLE US TOHA RE MEANINGFUL CULTURAL 
C O N T A C T S  WITH F R I E N D L Y  GOV NMENTS THAN HAS BEEN P O S S I B L E  
SO F A R *  

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED W I T H O ~ ~ X ~ ; ~ ~ , A L J . T I ; ~ L ) . S I I Z A T I N  OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETAR 
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f lYOU HAVE REFERRED 
A C T I V I T I E S @  MENTIO  
DEPUTY M I N I S T E R I  I 
OUR PARL IAMENT ON 
S P E C I F I C  M I S S I O N  C 
I N  GENERAL TO CULT 
WHICH WOULD BE BEY 
A C T I V I T I E S .  I HOPE 
ON T H I S  S C O R E *  
" 1  H A V E  A L R E A D Y  I N  
SHALL  BE GLAD TO D 
WE C A N  WORK MORE E 
STRENGTHENING OUR 
K E A T I N G  

N O T  TO BE REPRODUC 

I C A L  AND OTHER U N D E S I R A B L E  
AND MY COLLEAGUE)  THE 

D I S C U S S I O N S  I N  
D NOT HAVE ANY 

I N  M I N D *  WE WERE REFERRING 
E S  PERFORMING FUNCTIONS 
OPE OF PURELY CULTURAL 

REMOVE ANY MISUNDERSTANDING 

ASSADOR K E A T I N G  T H A T  WE 
MANNER AND MEANS WHEREBY 

B J E C T I V E  OF 

THE EXECUTIVE SECRETAR 
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